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ECUADOR BUYS A CRUISER

The Esmeralda’s Sale by Chile Ne-
ootiated by Klint & Co.

—

HiER GUANS MAY BE TURNED ON PERU

Ready for Sea and Under Command of
Captain Garim—An Kxemplifica-
—tion.of the Heavy Guns and

sSmall, Swiftt Ships Idea.

VALPARAISO, Chile, Dec. 1.—The firm of
riint & Co., the lexding Amecrican house in
has just negotiated the sale of the
fast Chilean cruiser IEsmeralda to the Gov-
ernment of Fcuador for over $1,000,000. The
cruiser is ready for sea, and is under the
command of Capt. Garim, the heroic oflicer

r deck,

which are situat.d above the steel

add considerable protection to the
ship when these compariments are fillec
wiihh coal. There are ccrk-filled cellular
compartments extending nearly the entire
length of the ship. Th=ze are colcuiated
to add to the buoyancy and stability of
the ship, should the ves=zel he perforated
near the water line.

The main deck, on whicl the officers and
crew live, is about six feet above the pro-
tective deck. The upper, or gun, deck, is
eleven feet above water, anrd the axes af
the heavy guns are fifteen feet above the
water line. )

About sixty feet from the bow a tweniy-
jve-ton ten-inch gun is mounted on a cen-
tral pivot carriage. The picce is provmled
with hydraulic mechanism A stee: screen,
which is carried on the gun slice, ravolves
with the gun. From the flcor of the pro-
tecied loading station steel tubes run to
the magazine and shell room.

Situated about sixty feet Iromn the stern
is another twenty-five-ton gun. In addi-
tion, there are three six-inch four-ton guns
in each broadside, mounted on central pivet
serriages and protected by steel shields,
These guns are mounted on projecting spon-
sons and have 130 degreas arc of train,

The vessel also carries two six-pounder
quick-firing guns and a number of Hotch-
Kis! and Gatling guns. 'The ship is fitted
with two masts, each with a light squaare
rig and a military top. The machinery con-

ers,

sists of two sets of horizontal compound
engines, driving twin Sscrews. Forced

draught can be used. The highest speed at-
tained by the vessel was con her oflicial! run,
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The Cruiser

Esmeranldn.
Bought from Chile by Ecuador Through IFlint &

Co.
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who commanded the Almirante Conucel,
which sunk the iron-clad Blanco IEncalada
with an automobile torpedo. The Ismer-
alda was inspected by IL.loyvds’ agent, and
made a speed of eighteen knots on her trial
trip. She is a modern cruiser, and was
the fastest ship in the Chilean Navy. It has
been reported here that vossels have been
purchased for China and Japan, and a bill
was introduced in tne Senate providing
for the sale of vuissels to China, but was
defeated, The sale of the sreralda, how-
c¢ver, has been ratified by LCongress.
Charles R. Flint, senior member of the
firm of Flint & Cc., was seen on bhoard the

- Congressional Limited, bound for Washing-

ton, where he was 10 attend the musicale
at the PBrazilian IL.egation last evening.
He said that the business had been trans-
acted by the firm of IFlint & Co. at Val-
paraiso, and suggested that if further par-
ticulars were desired, they could best be ob-
tained : froin Chile, where the transaction
took place.

It was elicited from persons familiar with
South American affairs that FEcuador had
been in the market for some time for a
man of war, owing to the hostile attitude
of Peru and the possibility of war with
that country. It is known that Ecuador
sent an agent to the United States with
letters from the Minister of the Navy to
prominent people here, with the idea of pur-
chasing a war vessel, torpedoes, and muni-
tions of way for Ecuador’'s forts. But about
that time it was understood that all diffi-
culties had been amicably adjusted. The
present purchase of the Esmeralda, how-
ever, may portend the renewal of hostili-
ties between those two eountries.

The Esmeralda is a vessel that came into
considerable prominence a short time ago.
When relations between this country and
Chile became strained during the Harrison
Administration, and the United States

cruiser Charleston was sent in chase of the |

fugitive merchantman Itata, which
known to have been laden with munitions
of war for Chilean fyurces, the Esmeralda,
whicn was then the most formidable vesse]
of the Chilean XNavy, demanded a large
share of attention. There were many spcec-
wlations as to what would be the result in
case the Charleston and Esmeralda should

meet in combat, and their respective capa-
bilities were recounted at length. The mat-
ter was not decided, as the two ships never
met as foes.

The [Esmeralda, according to an eminent
naval authority, can be regarded as the
natural development of the idea, first intro-

- duced by George Hendel, of maounting heavy

- Sels,

guns on ccmparatively small but swift ves-
The HEsmeralda, which was construct-
e nder designs prepared by Mr. Rendel, is
sald to have a complete protection of her
vital parts, as well as adequate shelter from
the fire of machine guns in the loading sta-
tions and conning towers.

A thick, arched protective deck runs from
end to end, the shield projecting a little bhe-
‘low the water line. Beneath this protective
deck are the engines, boilers, steam pipes,
magazines, and shell rooms. 7'he coal bunk-

was |

=

when she made 18.28 knots an hour. At full
speed her normal coal supply of GGO ons
would enable her to steam about 930 miles.
The vessel has proved herself to he a good
Sea boat.
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